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Required to Register 
21 USC 822  (a) (1) 
“Every person who manufactures or distributes any Controlled Substance or 
List I Chemical or who proposes to engage in ..” 
 
21 USC 822 (a) (2) 
“Every person who dispenses, or who proposes to dispense any controlled 
substance ...” 
 

CSA: CHECKS/BALANCES CLOSED SYSTEM OF 
DISTRIBUTION 



• Practitioners      1,271,526 
• MLP – NP / PA        337,656   
• Pharmacies           71,839 
• Hospitals/Clinics                17,800 
• Researchers            11,271 
• Analytical Labs                    1,528 
• Chemical Handlers                 979 
• Distributors                             947 
• Manufacturers                        566 
                                                    ________________________________________ 

1,715,553 -    Sept - 2017  



Code of Federal Regulations 

Practitioners 
A prescription…must be issued for a legitimate medical 
purpose… by a practitioner acting in the usual course 
of  professional practice. 

 

Pharmacists   
The responsibility for the proper prescribing and 
dispensing of  c/s is upon the practitioner, but a 
corresponding responsibility rests with the pharmacist. 

21 CFR § 1306.04(a) 



ó Accounting for almost 100% of the world total consumption of  
hydrocodone and 85 % for oxycodone.1 

1National Institute on Drug Abuse, May 2014 



 

More Americans abuse Rx drugs than the 
number of  individuals abusing: 
- Cocaine  
- Hallucinogens 
- Methamphetamine 
- and Heroin  
 

 

COMBINED! 
 





ó More than 650,000 opioid prescriptions 
dispensed1  
ó 3,900 people initiate nonmedical use of 

prescription opioids2  
ó 580 people initiate heroin use3  
2015 
   

52,404 drug-related overdose deaths 
 143 deaths every 24 hours  
 1 death every 10.07 minutes  

 
 

On an average day in the U.S.  

IMS Health National Prescription Audit 1 
SAMHSA National Survey on Drug Use and 
Health 2 

CDC National Vital Statistics System 3  
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ó Rexburg  - Armed Robbery (259 du Oxycodone;  
100 Hydromorphone)  

ó Nampa - Armed Robbery (Oxycodone 4)  
ó Caldwell - Armed Robbery – (500 methadone)  
ó Coeur D’Alene - Armed Robbery (2,586 various 

strengths oxycodone; 191 various strengths 
oxymorphone; 727 hydromporphone; 594 
various st. morphine sulfate;  67 Nucynta; 132 
Vyvanse 

ó Burley - Armed Robbery (15 oxycodone) 
ó Twin Falls - Armed Robbery (718 methadone) 
ó Boise - Armed Robbery (morphine 160 ml; opium 

tincture: 20 ml) 
(per DEA-106) 
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ü Federal (ID Similar) 
§ 843. Prohibited acts C 
(a) Unlawful acts 
It shall be unlawful for any person knowingly or intentionally— 
 (3) to acquire or obtain possession of  a controlled substance by  
 

 misrepresentation 
 fraud 
 forgery 
 deception 
 or subterfuge 
 

Frauds 



DOCTOR SHOPPERS 
• “Doctor shopping” patient obtaining c/s from multiple 

practitioners without the prescribers’ knowledge of  the other 
Rxs. 
 

• Visits a practitioner and obtains an Rx…  Then visits another 
doctor and obtains another prescription for the same type of  
drug  
 

Frauds 



Case 1 
• Less than 1 month…  

• 13 c/s Rxs  
• 10 Practitioners 
• 9 Pharmacies 

 
Case 2 
• Less than 6 months…  

• 45 c/s Rxs  
• 28 Practitioners 
• 18 Pharmacies 

 

Case 3 
• Less than 4 months…  

• 39 c/s Rxs (59 d/u per day) 
• 23 Practitioners 
• 25 Pharmacies 

 
Case 4 
• A few days over 4 months…  

• 23 c/s Rxs  
• 15 Practitioners 
• 15 Pharmacies 

 

DOCTOR SHOPPERS 



Oxy 
Ø One 30mg tablet 
  = $30 - $40  street value (Boise area) 

 

• 1 Rx for 90 tablets = $2,700 - $3,600 
• 1 Rx for 120 tablets = $3,600 - $4,800 
• 1 Rx for 240 tablets = $7,200 - $9,600 
• 1 Rx for 420 tablets… 

 = $12,600 - $16,800  
 
 

       Potential profit depending on method obtained – ins. etc. 



ó Check Fraud 

ó Credit Card Fraud 

ó Identity Theft 

ó Prostitution 

ó Drug Sales/Manufacturing 

Associated Crimes… 



ó Time of Day – Typically after business hours or on weekends, a short 
time before closing, or time when pharmacy is busy; 

ó Suspicious Prescriptions – On valid security paper, but patient you 
haven’t filled for and/or authorizing physician you aren’t familiar with 
(from out of the area), out of state Rx; 

ó Highly abused C/S and quantity – Typically 30mg oxycodone or pint 
quantity of Codeine cough syrup (300ml and up); 

ó Payment method – Cash payment in conjunction with discount 
program, usually presented on a cell phone; 

ó Identification – Out of state driver’s license, quite often young (late 
teens/early twenties); 

ó Demeanor and Story – Friendly and playing on sympathy, texting on 
phone constantly and/or looking around a lot, watching pharmacy staff 
intently, wearing scrubs and saying they are “caretaker”, on a trip and 
need to fill Rx (out of state Rxs), demanding  Rx back if you won’t fill; 

 



ó Frequency/Quantity – Patient filling highly abused c/s Rx more than 
once per month and/or for high quantities, filling Rxs for multiple 
people/names, lots of “patients” with same type of Rx from same 
prescriber;  

ó Requests specific brand or type of C/S - Patient asks for particular 
brand or uses street slang when talking about medications;  

ó Payment method – Cash pay, especially when they have 
Medicare/Medicaid or private insurance;  

ó Unusual behavior - Assertive personality, often demanding 
immediate action, using pharmacy far from doctor’s office or 
home/work; 

ó Unusual appearance – Extremes…slovenliness or overly-dressed, 
coat/hoody when warm out, looks/acts like “junkie”, track marks, 
lethargic; 

ó Multiple Pharmacies – PMP indicates patient filling at multiple 
pharmacies, indications patient couldn’t get Rx filled somewhere else;  

 
 Bop.idaho.gov          Nabp.pharmacy 



 

Ø Rx diversion can occur – Anywhere there are pills…  
ó Theft in transit or within facility / hospitals & clinics 

/ pharmacies 
ó Nursing Homes & LTCFs 
ó Homes/Medicine Cabinets 
ó Friends 
ó Directly from the waste stream 
ó Forgeries/Call-ins 

 
 

 
 



ó Pharmacy Alerts - Be familiar with alert information; 

ó PMP – It’s a great tool;  

ó Check with physicians - If you have suspicions or questions call the doctor 
(look up clinic info in system or internet, not number on Rx); 

ó Loss Prevention - If LP is on duty, ask if they can watch subject or get 
license plate info; 

ó Policy/Procedure – Follow your store policy, but there is no legal 
requirement to fill every Rx that comes into the pharmacy; 

ó Rx preservation - Store policy, but if Rx is fraud or suspicion of fraud either 
keep the Rx or at least make a copy; 

ó Identification – If Rx and/or subject is suspicious at drop off, ask for ID and 
copy or notate information; 

ó Contact Police – Call us if you need us or we can help; 

ó Follow your instincts - Don’t disregard your knowledge, skill, and 
experience;    



 

The PMP is good, but… 
Information in PMP report is only as good as the data 
entered... 
 

ó Potential errors in a PMP report may include: 
ó Prescriptions filled but not picked up yet 
ó Incorrect days supply entered 
ó Wrong date written entered 
ó Wrong method of payment  
ó Wrong doctor chosen / DEA  
ó Patient name misspelled 
ó Incorrect patient DOB or address 

 

 



 

HIPAA 



www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov 



Containers of Rx drugs collected, & subsequently 
destroyed, after previous DEA NTB events. 



www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov 
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