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VIRGINIA STATE POLICE

Field Division Map
7 Divisions




Bureau of Criminal Investigation
Drug Enforcement Section
Chesapeake Field Office

13 Counties, 7 Major Cities, 4 Smaller Cites...
Border Maryland to the North and North
Carolina to the South...
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About the VSP Drug
Diversion Unit

Formed in 1987 as the result of a number of diversion
complaints.

Prior to the Drug Diversion Unit, no one was specifically trained
In conducting diversion investigations.

Currently, the Drug Diversion Unit is comprised of 21
Investigators, 2 supervisors, and 1 criminal analyst.

The unit currently conducts investigations into 60 percent of
the complaints received. Due to the large number of
complaints, investigations must be prioritized.

Only VSP Drug Diversion Investigators have the authority under
Title 54.1 of the Code of Va. to obtain certain records without a
subpoena or search warrant.
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Virginia State Police
Drug Diversion Unit
Complaints, Cases, Charges, and Arrests
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VIRGINIA STATE POLICE
DRUG DIVERSION
ARRESTS BY AGE
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® 465 deaths in Virginia caused by
Prescription Drugs

® 90 deaths in the tidewater region

® 244 deaths in Virginia caused by Illegal
(Street) Drugs

® 73 deaths in the tidewater region

VSP DDU



® 137 deaths in Virginia caused by mixed
category

® 33 in the tidewater region
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sSources

People who abuse prescription painkillers
gel drugs from a variety of sources’
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Diversion Alert!

VIRGINIA STATE POLICE

P.O. Box 27472 * Richmond, VA 23281-7472

The Department of State Police has in existence a Diversion Alert Fax System (DAFS) which is designed to provide the
pharmaceutical community with critical information needed to aid in the prevention of diversion activities.
If a practitioner discovers a prescription pad stolen, alterations to his/her prescriptions and/or the illegal use of a name or DEA
number in order to obtain false telephone prescriptions, the practitioner should contact the State Police, Drug Diversion Unit (DDU).
Pharmacists can also provide similar information which will be verified before its inclusion in the system. DDU, through DAFS, will
send a single page computer generated alert containing the critical information to all fax equipped pharmacies within the practitioner’s
county/city and surrounding jurisdictions.

DAFS is an additional tool that we can all utilize to help eliminate the unnecessary diversion of pharmaceutical drugs into our
communities. The system will only be successful if you provide the appropriate information to the Virginia State Police for
dissemination. The contact person is Drug Diversion Analyst, Euniqueca Reed. She may be contacted at 804-674-2779 between
8am and 4:30pm, Monday through Friday. During other times, please call the Virginia Drug Hot Line 1-800-553-DOPE (3673) and tell
them this is a DAFS Request.

Help Make Your Community Diversion Free
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“New laws, rules, regulations...sometimes |
don’t know what to think of all this
paperwork!”



Chap. 7 Crimes Involving Health and Safety
Art. 1 Drugs

§ 18.2-258.1. Obtaining drugs, procuring administration of controlled
substances, etc., by fraud, deceit or forgery. --

A. It shall be unlawful for any person to obtain or attempt to obtain any drug or procure or
attempt to procure the administration of any controlled substance or marijuana: (i) by
fraud, deceit, misrepresentation, embezzlement, or subterfuge; or (ii) by the forgery or
alteration of a prescription or of any written order; or (iii) by the concealment of a material
fact; or (iv) by the use of a false name or the giving of a false address.

B. It shall be unlawful for any person to furnish false or fraudulent information in or omit
any information from, or willfully make a false statement in, any prescription, order,
report, record, or other document required by Chapter 34 of Title 54.1.

C. It shall be unlawful for any person to use in the course of the manufacture or
distribution of a controlled substance or marijuana a license number which is fictitious,
revoked, suspended, or issued to another person.



§ 18.2-258.1. Obtaining drugs, procuring administration of controlled
substances, etc., by fraud, deceit or forgery. --

Con't

D. It shall be unlawful for any person, for the purpose of obtaining any
controlled substance or marijuana, to falsely assume the title of, or represent
himself to be, a manufacturer, wholesaler, pharmacist, physician, dentist,
veterinarian or other authorized person.

E. It shall be unlawful for any person to make or utter any false or forged
prescription or false or forged written order.

F. It shall be unlawful for any person to affix any false or forged label to a
package or receptacle containing any controlled substance.



§ 18.2-258.1. Obtaining drugs, procuring administration of controlled
substances, etc., by fraud, deceit or forgery. —
Con’t

G. This section shall not apply to officers and employees of the United States, of this
Commonwealth or of a political subdivision of this Commonwealth acting in the course of
their employment, who obtain such drugs for investigative, research or analytical
purposes, or to the agents or duly authorized representatives of any pharmaceutical
manufacturer who obtain such drugs for investigative, research or analytical purposes and
who are acting in the course of their employment; provided that such
manufacturer is licensed under the provisions of the Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act;
and provided further, that such pharmaceutical manufacturer, its agents and duly
authorized representatives file with the Board such information as the Board may deem
appropriate.

H. Any person who shall violate any provision herein shall be guilty of a Class 6 felony



§ 8.01-399 Communications between physicians and patients

A. Except at the request or with the consent of the patient, no duly licensed
practitioner of any branch of the healing arts shall be required to testify in any
civil action, respecting any information which he may have acquired in
attending, examining or treating the patient in a professional capacity.

C.This section shall not (i) be construed to repeal or otherwise affect the
provisions of § 65.2-607 relating to privileged communications between
physicians and surgeons and employees under the Workers' Compensation
Act or (ii) apply to information communicated to any such practitioner in
an effort unlawfully to procure a narcotic drug, or unlawfully to procure
the administration of any such drug.




CHAPTER 882

An Act to amend and reenact § § 54.1-3303 of the Code of Virginia,
relating to prescription drugs.

Effective July 1,2000
For purposes of this section, a bona fide practitioner-patient-pharmacist relationship is one in which
a practitioner prescribes, and a pharmacist dispenses, controlled substances in good faith to his
patient for a medicinal or therapeutic purpose within the course of his professional practice.
In addition, a bona fide practitioner-patient relationship means that the practitioner shall (i)
ensure that a medical or drug history is obtained,;
(i) provide information to the patient about the benefits and risks of the drug being prescribed; (iii)
perform or have performed an appropriate examination of the patient, either physically or by
the use of instrumentation and diagnostic equipment through which images and medical
records may be transmitted electronically; except for medical emergencies, the examination of
the patient shall have been performed by the practitioner himself, within the group in which he
practices, or by a consulting practitioner prior to issuing a prescription; and (iv) initiate
additional interventions and follow-up care, if necessary, especially if a prescribed drug may
have serious side effects.



§ 54.1-3405
Access to and copies of records; inspections
Any agent designated by the Superintendent of the Department of State Police to conduct
drug diversion investigations shall, for the purpose of such investigations, also be
permitted access at reasonable times to all such records relevant to a specific investigation
and be allowed to inspect and copy such records.

If the original of any record is removed by any agent designated by the Superintendent of
State Police, a receipt therefore shall be left with the person

Any information obtained by a designated State Police agent during an inspection under
this section which constitutes evidence of a violation of any provision of this chapter shall
be reported to the Department of Health Professions upon its discovery.

Any information obtained by an agent designated by the Board during an inspection under
this section which constitutes evidence of a violation of Article 1 ( § 18.2-247 et seq.) of
Chapter 7 of Title 18.2 shall be reported to the Department of State Police upon its
discovery.




Subject H

« 37 year old male
e Chef

« Used his name and his mother’'s and deceased
father’'s name to obtain over 200 fraudulent
prescriptions

« Made prescriptions on his home computer
« Taking 30 pills a day



Subject E

« 48 year old female

e Secretary

« Calling in Hydrocodone under fictitious names
« Used her primary pharmacy and several others
« Husband was unaware of her addiction



Subject G

« 35 year old female
e Nurse
« Within three hours into orientation she diverted dilaudid

and benadryl and injected it into her thigh



Subject B

« 21 year old female
« Pharmacy Technician

« Diverted over 11,000 hydrocodone



Subject R

« Receptionist, Ophthalmology Office
« 42 year old female

« Wrote over 40 prescriptions for Phentermine



Multiple Subjects

« Several prescriptions for Roxicodone were presented at the
same time frame in Tidewater Area

* New Patients with distant addresses

« No identification

« Written by the same physician
« Floater pharmacy technician identified one of the suspects
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Senior Special Agent Charles Misuna
Cell - 757-409-2180
Office - 757-549-3200

Charles.misuna@vsp.virginia.gov
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