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International Chemical Control  

International Narcotics Control Board (INCB)  

• United Nations  

• Independent monitoring body for the implementation of 
the international drug control conventions. 

• Established in 1968 in accordance with the Single 
Convention on Narcotic Drugs, 1961. 

 

1988 U.N. Convention Against Illicit Traffic and 
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances 

 

 
 

 

 



Pre-Export Notifications 
 PEN Online system launched in March 2006 by INCB  

 

 On average, more than 2,600 pre-export notifications are communicated 
through PEN Online System each month.  
 

 DEA has sent approximately 49,400 PEN notifications to date. 
 

 Information shared through PEN Online enables monitoring 
of licit global trade at the country and company levels  

 

 Allows importing country to verify legitimacy of shipment and suspend 
or stop it in timely manner 
 

 Enables Governments to rapidly identify suspicious 
transactions of substances in Table I and II of 1988 UN Treaty, 
thus prevent potential diversion 
 



Global Chemical Control: Substances in Tables I and II of the 1988 Convention 



USA Listed Chemicals Regulated Under the 
Controlled Substances Act  





International Arena 
PENs system help…. 

 

 Track shipments around the globe 

 

 Strengthen communication and cooperation with foreign 
governments on chemicals of interest 

 

 Provides information on trends of chemicals for analysis to 
support establishing adequate chemical controls 

 

 



DEA Form 486 



PENs Issues 
Objections by Foreign National Competent 
Authorities 

 

1. Administrative errors (i.e. address, quantity, esters) 

2. Import permits  

3. technical (system issues) 

 

 



 
  Letters of No-Objections 

(LONOS) 
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Letters of No Objection (LONO) 

1988 UN Convention treaty provisions, some 
nations implemented permit system for 
import/export of listed controlled chemicals 

 

 U.S. does not have a permit system 
 

1994 INCB initiative resulted in the LONO 
 

 

 US meets its treaty obligations under Article 12 of 1988 
Convention and via DEA CSA, 21 U.S.C. 872 (f) and 21 
U.S.C 971 

 Informal bilateral agreements negotiated between U.S 
and China, Hong Kong, India and the Czech Republic 

 LONO another form of verification issued by U.S. to 
allow particular imports into the United States 
 

 
 
  
 



LONO Process 
Imports of listed chemicals require DEA 486 declaration 

 
U.S companies submit DEA 486 to Import/Export Unit(via 

online or fax) - process the DEA 486  

Synthetic Drugs and Chemical Section verifies the import and 
issues Letter of No Objection 

Discontinued issuance of LONO to India 

 

Letter  of No Objection issued to the Competent 
National Authority of exporting country 

   



DEA Form 486 



LONO 
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