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Per 21 CFR § 1313, DEA regulates the  
import, export, and transshipment  

of listed chemicals. 
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DEA-486 Form (Imports) 

Purpose: To import listed chemicals into the United States 
from a foreign country. 
 
To DEA: A DEA-486 with your Transferees at least 15 days 
prior to the import entering a U.S. port 
 
From DEA: The Transaction ID 
 
Note: Do not use the DEA-486 form to import Ephedrine, 
Pseudoephedrine, or Phenylpropanolamine into the United 
States; The 15 days can be waived if you are a regular 
importer of the listed chemical. 
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DEA-486 Form (Exports) 

Purpose: To export listed chemicals from the United States 
to a foreign country. 
 
To DEA: A DEA-486 at least 15 days prior to the export 
departing a U.S. port 
 
From DEA: The Transaction ID 
 
Note: The 15 days can be waived if you have regular 
customer status with your customer provided that you have 
shipped to your customer’s address at least 1 time during 
the prior 6 months or 2 or more times during the prior 12 
months. 
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DEA-486A Form (Imports) 

Purpose: To import Ephedrine, Pseudoephedrine, or 
Phenylpropanolamine into the United States from a foreign 
country. 
 
To DEA: A DEA-486A with your Transferees at least 15 
days prior to the import entering a U.S. port 
 
From DEA: The Transaction ID 
 
Note: The 15 days is not waived even if you are a regular 
importer of these listed chemicals. 
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PITA Issues 

• Foreign Entities (name & address) 
 
• Substance (trade name vs. controlled substance) 
 
• Reference Number (Purchase/Invoice No.) 
 
• Ports (first port into/last port from a country) 
 
• Return Information (missing in action) 
 
• Name & Contact # (signature + print your name) 
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Alphabet Bouillabaisse … What?!?! 

 DEA . . . CATAIR . . . AESTIR . . . CBP 
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ACE Message Set For Imports 
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AESTIR (Appendix Q) for Exports 

DEA form information necessary for  
Customs & Border Protection (CBP) for U.S. exports  

of controlled substances and listed chemicals: 
 

DEA Permit or Transaction Number 
Transaction Type (E) 

DEA Registration or Company ID Number 
DEA Drug Code* 

Quantity* (Base Weight) 
Unit of Measure* (KG,G,MG,MCG) 

 

* Multiple occurring 
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Questions? 
 

concerning this material and 
material not covered 


