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Floyd County Meth Lab Seized; 18 ArrestedFloyd County Meth Lab Seized; 18 Arrested
(source: (source: WSBTV.comWSBTV.com))

FLOYD COUNTY, Ga. FLOYD COUNTY, Ga. ---- Officials said they have Officials said they have 
arrested 18 people associated with the arrested 18 people associated with the 
manufacturing of meth in Floyd County … manufacturing of meth in Floyd County … 
arrests stem from a yeararrests stem from a year--long investigation and long investigation and 
the seizure of a meth lab in January ... Rome the seizure of a meth lab in January ... Rome 
and Floyd County officials said they believe the and Floyd County officials said they believe the 
people arrested were "people arrested were "smurfingsmurfing" pseudo " pseudo 
ephedrine tablets ... ephedrine tablets ... 
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Domestic Meth ProductionDomestic Meth Production
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Operation Pill CrusherOperation Pill Crusher

Combat Methamphetamine Epidemic Act (CMEA) of Combat Methamphetamine Epidemic Act (CMEA) of 
2005 related charges filed.  2005 related charges filed.  

May 31, 2007 May 31, 2007 –– 10 arrested in relation to purchasing in 10 arrested in relation to purchasing in 
excess of the 9excess of the 9--gram, 30gram, 30--day period retail limits. day period retail limits. 

All defendants charged with Title 21 USC 844(a) in All defendants charged with Title 21 USC 844(a) in 
violation of the CMEA.violation of the CMEA.

2 defendants charged with Title 21 USC 846 for 2 defendants charged with Title 21 USC 846 for 
conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine. conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine. 

Pharmacy logbooks provided evidence.Pharmacy logbooks provided evidence.



… arrested nine (9) individuals pursuant to federal arrests … arrested nine (9) individuals pursuant to federal arrests 
warrants … based on information obtained from onwarrants … based on information obtained from on--site site 
verifications of ephedrine based product sales conducted at verifications of ephedrine based product sales conducted at 
upstate New York area upstate New York area gas stations and retail storesgas stations and retail stores pursuant pursuant 
to a regulatory investigation ... verifications of the required to a regulatory investigation ... verifications of the required 
ephedrine sales logbooks indicated that individuals were ephedrine sales logbooks indicated that individuals were 
purchasing the product purchasing the product Ephedrine Twin Tabs 25mg HCLEphedrine Twin Tabs 25mg HCL in in 
quantities totaling over the allotted monthly limit of 9 grams …quantities totaling over the allotted monthly limit of 9 grams …
Title 21 USC section 844 (a).Title 21 USC section 844 (a). In one example, defendant In one example, defendant 
XXXXXXXX purchased 56,784 tablets of this product between XXXXXXXX purchased 56,784 tablets of this product between 
December 2006 and January 2008December 2006 and January 2008. . 

DEA Significant Activity ReportDEA Significant Activity Report
(source: Albany District Office, August 27, 2008)(source: Albany District Office, August 27, 2008)



Ephedrine Ephedrine –– GuaifenesinGuaifenesin
Combination PrepsCombination Preps

Proposed Rules Proposed Rules 
Federal Register 40232Federal Register 40232
Vol. 70, No. 133, Wednesday, Vol. 70, No. 133, Wednesday, July 13, 2005July 13, 2005
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH ANDDEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES, Food and Drug AdministrationHUMAN SERVICES, Food and Drug Administration

21 CFR Parts 310 and 341, [Docket No. 1976N21 CFR Parts 310 and 341, [Docket No. 1976N––0052G] 0052G] 
(formerly 76N(formerly 76N––052G), RIN 0910052G), RIN 0910––AF33AF33
Cold, Cough, Allergy, Bronchodilator, and Cold, Cough, Allergy, Bronchodilator, and AntiasthmaticAntiasthmatic
Drug Products for OverDrug Products for Over--thethe--Counter Human Use; Counter Human Use; 
Proposed Amendment of the TentativeProposed Amendment of the Tentative
Final Monograph for Combination Drug ProductsFinal Monograph for Combination Drug Products

AGENCY: AGENCY: Food and Drug AdministrationFood and Drug Administration, HHS., HHS.
ACTION: Proposed rule.ACTION: Proposed rule.



The Issue…The Issue…

SmurfingSmurfing
•• AdaptationAdaptation
•• Team Team SmurfingSmurfing
•• Multiple locationsMultiple locations

•• InterstateInterstate



Changing Numbers…Changing Numbers…

LeveledLeveled--off or upoff or up--swing in labsswing in labs
Law Enforcement observing upLaw Enforcement observing up--ticks in ticks in 
some Statessome States
Sporadic   Sporadic   

Adaptation to legislation on retail denialAdaptation to legislation on retail denial



CBPCBP--DEA Ports ProjectDEA Ports Project

Importations and TransshipmentsImportations and Transshipments



Legal Basis…Legal Basis…

Transshipment without proper noticeTransshipment without proper notice
21 CFR  1313.3121 CFR  1313.31
CCD published memorandumCCD published memorandum
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Mexico Mexico 

U.S. U.S. –– Mexico Bilateral cooperationMexico Bilateral cooperation



Why Chemicals?Why Chemicals?

==

Licit vs. Black MarketLicit vs. Black Market



CanadaCanada



MDMA and MDMAMDMA and MDMA--MethMeth



1988 Vienna Convention 1988 Vienna Convention 
Article 12Article 12

United Nations Convention Against Illicit Traffic inUnited Nations Convention Against Illicit Traffic in
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances,Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances,

19881988



Commission on Narcotic DrugsCommission on Narcotic Drugs

49 49 thth CND ResolutionCND Resolution
U.S. sponsored U.S. sponsored -- 20062006
EPH, PSE, P2P, MDP2P, AND PREPSEPH, PSE, P2P, MDP2P, AND PREPS
NATIONAL LICIT NEEDSNATIONAL LICIT NEEDS



4949THTH CND: National Licit NeedsCND: National Licit Needs



INCB Operation Crystal FlowINCB Operation Crystal Flow



Middle EastMiddle East



AfricaAfrica



Central and South AmericaCentral and South America



Commission on Narcotic DrugsCommission on Narcotic Drugs

50 50 thth CND ResolutionCND Resolution
E.U. sponsored E.U. sponsored –– 20072007

Alternate Alternate chemschems

51 51 stst CND ResolutionsCND Resolutions
Mexico and India sponsored Mexico and India sponsored –– 20082008

Alternate Alternate chemschems



www.DEAdiversion.usdoj.govwww.DEAdiversion.usdoj.gov or or www.DEA.govwww.DEA.gov



Scott MasumotoScott Masumoto
Special Agent/Staff CoordinatorSpecial Agent/Staff Coordinator
Drug Enforcement AdministrationDrug Enforcement Administration
Office of Diversion ControlOffice of Diversion Control
Synthetic Drugs and Chemicals SectionSynthetic Drugs and Chemicals Section

THANK YOUTHANK YOU……


