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MISSION STATEMENT

DC Health
The District of Columbia Department of Health promotes health, wellness and 
equity across the District, and protects the safety of residents, visitors and 
those doing business in our nation’s capital.

Health Regulation and Licensing Administration (HRLA)
The mission of the Health Regulation and Licensing Administration (HRLA) is to 
protect the health of the residents of the District of Columbia and those that do 
business here by fostering excellence in health professional practice and 
building quality and safety in health-systems and facilities through an effective 
regulatory framework.





• Board Membership

– Fifteen (15) members:

 Ten (10) physicians;

 Four (4) consumer members; and

 One (1) DC Health Director or designee.

MEMBERSHIP



• Evaluate qualifications of applicants.

• Issues licenses to qualified applicants.

• Issue subpoenas, examine witnesses and administer oaths.

• Receive and review complaints.

• Request investigations of allegations of violations, either on its own 
initiative or on the basis of a complaint.

• Conduct hearings and keep records and minutes.

• Issue advisory opinions regarding compliance with acceptable standards 
of practice.

GENERAL POWERS & DUTIES



BOARD OF MEDICINE
Physicians (MD & DO)
Physician Assistants

Naturopathic Physicians
Anesthesiologist Assistants

Acupuncturists
Surgical Assistants
Polysomnographers

Trauma Technologists
Medical Residents in Training

LICENSURE
Review for compliance, credentials, 

experience and exam scores.

DISCIPLINE
Applicants & Licensees are disciplined 

for violations.

EDUCATION & OUTREACH

Presentations, newsletters, website, & 
responses to public inquiries.

PATHWAYS OF REGULATION



LICENSURE



• Approximately 2,000 
applications/year.

• 13,851 licensees.

– 10,931 physicians (MD & DO).

• More than 90% of applications are 
approved within 72 hours.

• Less than 10% of applications go 
before the board for additional 
review.

FACTS AND STATS - LICENSURE*

*Based on licensure data from February 28, 2018.



• Statutes

– Health Occupations Revision Act of 2009 (DC Official Code §§3-1201.01, et 
seq.)(2016 Supp.)

LICENSED PROFESSIONS

• Regulations

– Medicine (17 DCMR § 46)

– Acupuncture (17 DCMR § 47)

– Physician Assistants (17 DCMR §
49)

– Anesthesiologist Assistants (17 
DCMR § 51)

– Naturopathic Physicians (17 DCMR §
52)

– Surgical Assistants (17 DCMR § 80)

– Polysomnography (17 DCMR § 81)

– Trauma Technologists (17 DCMR § 81)



DISCIPLINE



• Approximately 100 to 150 cases 
per year.

• Common Infractions:

– Failure to comply with CME 
requirements.

– Poor record keeping.

– Standard of care.

– Communication issues with 
patients.

FACTS AND STATS - DISCIPLINE
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DISCIPLINARY PROCESS



• (6) Is addicted to, or habitually abuses, any narcotic or controlled substance as
defined by Unit A of Chapter 9 of Title 48;

• (7) Provides, or attempts to provide, professional services while under the influence
of alcohol or while using any narcotic or controlled substance as defined by Unit A
of Chapter 9 of Title 48, or other drug in excess of therapeutic amounts or without
valid medical indication;

• (26) Failure to conform to standards of acceptable conduct and prevailing practice;

HORA VIOLATIONS (§3-1205.14(A))



• Over-Prescribing Practitioner

– Overprescribing to patient.

– Ignorance or willful act.

– Education, restrictions, or both.

• Impaired Practitioner

– Using opioids.

– Affects care being provided.

– Needs treatment and/or monitoring.

TYPES OF DRUG CASES



• Denial of license or registration

• Revoke or suspend license or 
registration

• Revoke or suspend the privilege 
to practice in the District

• Reprimand

• Probation

• Civil fine not to exceed $5000 for 
each violation

• Remediation which may include 
therapy or treatment, retraining, 
reexamination, or continuing 
education and professional 
mentoring

• Cease and desist order

DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS (§3-1205.14(C))*

*Disciplinary actions are separate from criminal actions.



• Department of Health Action (‘the Mayor’ vs. ‘the Board’)

• May summarily suspend the license of a person who:

SUMMARY SUSPENSION (§3-1205.15)

– Has his or her license to 
practice the same profession 
or occupation revoked or 
suspended in another 
jurisdiction and has not had 
the license reinstated within 
that jurisdiction;

– Has been convicted of a 
felony;

– Has been adjudged 
incapacitated;

– Engages in conduct that 
presents an imminent danger 
to the health and safety of the 
public as determined by the 
Mayor following an 
investigation.



EDUCATION & 
OUTREACH



• Washington, DC’s Strategic Plan to 
Reduce Opioid Use, Misuse and 
Related Deaths.

• Multi-year effort involving multitude 
of stakeholders from public and 
private sectors.

• Formation of opioid strategic groups 
(OSG) to implement the seven (7) 
goals established by the strategic 
plan.

LIVE. LONG. DC.



DC’S OPIOID EPIDEMIC



LIVE. LONG. DC. GOALS



GOAL 3

• 3.3 – Mandate that all licensed providers in Washington, DC…be required 
to register with the Prescription Drug Monitoring Program (PDMP) and 
PDMP integration into health management system.

• 3.6, 3.7 and 3.8 – Encourage provider continuing education on….



PRESCRIPTION DRUG MONITORING PROGRAM

• Mandated registration.

• PDMP Advisory Committee.

• Only accessible by Board 
pursuant to an open 
investigation.



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS



899 North Capitol St. NE, 2nd Floor
Washington, DC 20002

P: (202) 724 – 8800
http://dchealth.dc.gov/bomed
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