


BackgroundBackground

Methamphetamine (meth) is a highly 
addictive, synthetically produced central 
nervous system stimulant with effects 
similar to cocaine.  Meth is the most 
prevalent synthetic drug manufactured in 
the United States and is easily produced in 
clandestine laboratories using common 
store-bought materials. 

The ease of manufacturing meth and its 
highly addictive potential has caused the 
use of the drug to increase throughout the 
nation.  The meth problem is located 
throughout almost every metropolitan area 
in the United States. Lab seizures in the 
United States have increased from 3,300 in 
1997 to nearly 14,000 seizures in 2002.

Violence associated with meth trafficking 
is increasing.  Law enforcement reports 
indicate that meth use is linked to child 
neglect, child and spousal abuse, sexual 
abuse, homicide, property crimes, and mail 
and check fraud.  The manufacturing 
process of meth also poses a danger to 
society and the environment. For example, 
clandestine meth labs, during CY2002 
caused 194 fires, 117 explosions, and 22 
deaths.Chemicals from laboratory dump 
sites have been linked to the deaths of 
livestock, contaminated streams, and large 
areas of dead trees and vegetation. Federal 
taxpayers have also been affected with 
cleanup costs escalating from $2 million in 
1995 to $23.8 million in 2002.

MethamphetamineMethamphetamine

Street Names
 Meth  Speed
 Ice  Chalk
 Crystal  Crank
 Fire  Ice

Methods of Abuse
 Smoked  Snorted
 Injected  Orally Ingested

Physical Effects Associated with 
Methamphetamine Use
�QAddiction
�QDeath
�QBrain Damage
�QHigh Blood Pressure
�QSeizures
�QSkin Ulcers
�QChronic Fatigue
�QExtreme Anorexia
�QCardiac Arrest
�QBad Teeth

(Due to High Risk Behavior)
�QHepatitis
�QAIDS
�QHerpes 
�QTB

Common Methods of 
Pseudoephedrine Diversion
�QSmurfing –multiple purchases at one 
location
�QShelf-Sweeping –theft of all shelf stock
�QShoplifting
�QTheft from wholesalers

Common Ingredients Used in the 
Illicit Manufacture of 
Methamphetamine 
�QPseudoephedrine Products
�QCamping Fuel
�QIodine
�QMatches
�QCoffee Filters
�QRock Salt
�QBattery Acid
�QPool Acid

DEA’s GoalDEA’s Goal

To combat the production and abuse of 
methamphetamine by preventing the 
diversion of over-the-counter 
pseudoephedrine products and other common 
household products that are utilized in the 
illicit manufacture of methamphetamine.  


