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Mission is to provide needed medical 
supplies and pharmaceuticals during a 
public health emergency
First developed to respond to a bioterrorism 
incident but expanded to encompass any 
public health emergency
Federal Program with oversight by the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
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Supplies are maintained in various formats:

12 hour Push Packs
Vendor Managed Inventories
(VMI)
Stockpile managed Inventories
(SMI)
CHEMPACKs

Program Structure Program Structure continuedcontinued
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Strategically located throughout 
the United States

130 custom designed cargo containers
Delivered anywhere in U.S. within 12 hours
Delivered by ground or by air as appropriate
Initial, “stop-gap” supplies intended to fill 
patient needs until VMI can be delivered

1212--Hour Push PackagesHour Push Packages
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CDC managed contracts with major 
manufacturers
Manufacturers maintain stock 
owned by CDC for use in an 
emergency
Allows for rotation of stock 
(maintain freshness) and decreases 
need for federally owned/managed 
storage space
Intended to supplement Push Packs 
with specific medications needed to 
combat a specific “agent”

Vendor Managed Inventory (VMI)Vendor Managed Inventory (VMI)
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CDC managed stocks of medical supplies / 
pharmaceuticals 
Same purpose as VMI just different responsible 
parties 
Distributed by express carrier at the discretion of 
the Technical Advisory Response Unit (TARU)

– TARU: Five to seven SNS program personnel who assist 
state and local officials with storage and distribution of 
supplies

Stockpile Managed Inventory (SMI)Stockpile Managed Inventory (SMI)
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Designed to provide first responder support in 
event of a nerve gas attack 
2,300 pre-positioned packages of nerve gas 
antidote and controlled substances including 
diazepam 
Located in hospitals and emergency medical 
facilities for rapid access by emergency personnel
Maintained by SNS program personnel

CHEMPACKCHEMPACK
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Exceptions granted under 21 CFR § 1307.03
Registration:  State stockpile program participants 
must register as distributors 
Security:  Storage containers meet requirements 
for Schedule IV controlled substances
– Exemption has been granted to allow commingling of 

controlled substances with other medical supplies

Impact on DEAImpact on DEA
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Recordkeeping 
Order forms:  Shipping is restricted to the address 
printed on the order form.  In the event of a public 
health emergency, this requirement is waived to 
allow shipment where needed. 
DEA can now issue a Disaster DEA # for suppliers 
to use to process Order Forms.  
Inventory:  The maintaining registrant will act as 
custodial registrant and be responsible for 
appropriate inventories of controlled substances.

Impact on DEA Impact on DEA continuedcontinued
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Oversight of SNS programs must be in compliance 
with DEA regulations to the fullest extent possible
– However, under no circumstances should DEA 

regulations be a roadblock to the rapid distribution and 
dispensing of needed drugs

DEA’s mission is to protect the public health and 
safety
– Ensuring that the necessary pharmaceuticals are available 

to treat the U.S. populace in the event of a national 
emergency is an agency priority

Impact on DEA Impact on DEA continuedcontinued
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For More Information:For More Information:

DEA – Liaison & Policy Section 
2401 Jefferson Davis Highway
Alexandria, VA 22301

Telephone: (202) 307-7297
Fax:  (202) 353-1079
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Internet WebsitesInternet Websites

www.dea.gov

www.DEAdiversion.usdoj.gov

For More Information 


