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NATIONAL SYNTHETIC
DRUG STRATEGY

+» State | nitiatives Are Part of Larger,
National Strategy

+» DOJ Supports State I nitiatives

% Obj ect Isto Control Illicit Synthetic
Drugs. DEA islead Agency.



NATIONAL DRUG CONTROL
STRATEGY 2004

« Stopping Use Before it Starts: Prevention &
Education

< Treatment

« Disrupting the Market: Enfor cement



NATIONAL DRUG CONTROL
STRATEGY 2004

Five Major |llegal Druq
Markets

<« Methamphetamine*
< Ecstasy”*

« Cocaine

<« Heroin

<« Marijuana

(* = Synthetic)




WHAT ARE SYNTHETIC
DRUGS?

« Synthetic Drugs are manufactured with
precursor chemicals.

« M ethamphetamine, MDMA (Ecstasy) and
Club Drugs (GHB)

« Contrast with Cocaine, Heroin or
Marijuana (Agricultural Products: plant
eradication and interdiction)



METHAMPHETAMINE

+» Highly addictive, CNS Stimulant

% | njected, snorted, smoked or ingested orally

% Causes euphoria, increased energy.



METHAMPHETAMINE

+ Last year, law enfor cement seized about 10,000
methamphetamine clandestine labor atories.

< Estimated 100-140 metric tons (100,000-140,000
kilograms) manufactured in Mexico and USA

<+ We selzed about 3500 kilograms of
methamphetamine

<~ Marketed to 1.5 million users.



METHAMPHETAMINE

+ Large“super labs’ in California areresponsible

for most of the methamphetamine that isillegally
trafficked in the USA. Most had tiesto M exican

traffickers

< Missourl led the nation with over 1,000 selzur es of

smaller labsin 2003

% 15 percent of labs discovered after explosion or
fire



METHAMPHETAMINE

<« Mexican Drug Trafficking Organizations
are Poly-Drug (cocaine, heroin &
methamphetamine)

<+ Located in Mexico & USA

<+ Maintain Networksfor transportation,
distribution and money-brokering



METHAMPHETAMINE

+ 12.4 million people have used methamphetamine
In their lifetime

< 1.5 million past year users (2002)

< In 2002, we had 17,696 ER Drug Mentionswith
Methamphetamine

« 3,000 children found on-site during law
enforcement actions at labs (40 injured, 1 dead);
1447 kidsliving in labs



METHAMPHETAMINE

<~ ONDCP identifies 4 reasons for domestic
methamphetamine production:

1. Market forces of supply-demand
2. Ease of obtaining “recipes’
3. Ease of obtaining ingredients

4. Developed into social activity
(“Meth World”)



< Ingredients are inexpensive

« For $100 in materialsfrom a grocery store or
hardware store, a“ cook” can produce about
$1,000 worth of methamphetamine



MARKET DISRUPTION

OUR GOAL ISTO:
<« Limit Accessto Precursor Chemicals
< Shut Down |llegal Labs

< Disrupt & Dismantle Drug Trafficking
Organizations (DTOs)



PRECURSOR CHEMICAL
CONTROL

Chemical Diversion Trafficking Act of 1988
(CDTA):

« Established the basic scheme of chemical
regulation for precursor chemicals.



PRECURSOR CHEMICAL
CONTROL

Domestic Chemical Diversion Control Act of 1993
(DCDCA):

< Brought OTC single entity ephedrine products
under DEA regulatory control and permitted
DEA to add other products by regulation.

« Established registration requirement for List |
chemical handlers.



PRECURSOR CHEMICAL
CONTROL

Compr ehensive M eth. Control Act of 1996 (M CA)

+ Regulated combination ephedrine and
pseudoephedrine products.

« Established 24 gram retail salesthreshold, but
exempted retail, face-to-face transactions less than
24 grams; and retail sales of drugsin blister packs.



PRECURSOR CHEMICAL
CONTROL

Meth. Anti-Proliferation Act of 2000 (M APA)

+ Reduced thresnhold for pseudoephedrine for
single transaction from 24 gramsto 9

grams.

+ Retained blister pack exemption.



AVE. PURITY FOR DOMESTIC
METH. SEIZURES




PRECURSOR CHEMICALS

“To counter thethreat from methamphetamine, we
and our neighbors, M exico and Canada, must
continueto tighten regulatory controls on
pseudoephedrine and ephedrine, thousands of tons
of which are smuggled illegally into the United
States each year.”

Testimony of Scott Burns, ONDCP Deputy Director
of State/L ocal Affairs, February 6, 2004.



PRECURSOR CHEMICALS

<+ We Support State
Effortsto Restrict
Access to Precur sor
Chemicals




PRECURSOR CHEMICALS

<+ We Support Repeal of
the Blister Pack
Exemption (S.1/84)




PRECURSOR CHEMICALS

 We Support
Aggressive
| nvestigation of
Chemical Diversion

e Including pre-
registration
Inspections & warning
letters




PRECURSOR CHEMICALS

<« Wewill evaluate new Federal controlsasthey are
proposed to addressthe chemical diversion
problem.




< Precursor Chemical

Control isonly part of
the solution

< Also need strong
enfor cement to

Identify labs and
dismantle DTOs




%S DISRUPTING THE
\E/ METHAMPHETAMINE MARKET

< Priority Targeting Initiative (PT1): focuson
Priority Drug Trafficking Organizations

« $34 million for the PTI| for Agents, Prosecutors
and Drug Fusion Center

<« Of the53 original Priority Targets, 9 were
methamphetamine distributors or poly-drug
traffickerswith methamphetamine involvement



METHAMPHETAMINE
ENFORCEMENT

<« IN FY 2002, there were over 2100 Federal
methamphetamine cases filed against 4200 defendants.

< 100 major methamphetamine lab cases werefiled (12
percent of all drug cases)
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METHAMPHETAMINE
ENFORCEMENT

«|n FY03, OCDETF dismantled 142
methamphetamine DTOs

« Thedismantled DTOswereresponsible for
/7200 kilograms of methamphetamine

«Weinitiated 180 new OCDTF cases against
methamphetamine DTOs




< Successwill be

measured by reduced
supply, decreased
demand, and
decreased purity.




PRECURSOR CHEMICALS

<+ Cooperation from the N
public and the v<\{
regulated community

IS important.
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